Choosing a Bank Cheat Sheet

Bank:

Representative’s contact info:
How long does it take before I have access to deposited funds?

How long will it take for checks to clear? (In-state/Out-of-state)

How long does it take for funds to transfer from foreign bank accounts?

How long will it take for a large check to clear (like a loan check)?

Is there a monthly service charge?

Is there a minimum balance to avoid a monthly service charge?

Is there a fee for writing checks?

What are the fees for overdrawn checks?

What other fees are there? 

Does the bank have online/telephone banking services?  Are they free?

Where are ATMs located?

Is there a fee for ATM transactions?

Is the bank on a network (e.g. Cirrus, MOST) that will give me access to other bank’s ATMs (including the one at Peabody )

What is the interest rate for specific accounts (savings, checking, etc.)?

Is there a minimum amount required to earn interest?

What are the bank’s hours of operation?

Are there branch locations throughout the city, county, or state?

Where is the branch nearest Peabody?

Ask for a pamphlet or business card with banking hours and contact information.
